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Abstract

The present research was conducted to analyse and compare the attitude of adolescents studying in cities
with that of the adolescents who were school dropouts and lived in slum areas. The research was
conducted in Chandigarh and Mohali. The sample consisted of 100 adolescents between 15-23 years of
age. The sample was divided into four groups. The first group included adolescent girls pursuing their
studies in cities, the second group comprised of adolescent boys pursuing their studies in cities. The third
group included adolescent school drop-out girls living in slum areas, and the fourth group comprised of
adolescent school drop-out boys living in slum areas. The tool used in the study was T S Sodhi’s Attitude
Scale. The groups were compared in terms of their attitude towards Teachers and Parents, Discipline,
Life and Humanity, Country and their attitude towards Religion. In order to get the refined results, the
study was divided into five phases. In the first phase, adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities were
compared with the adolescent boys pursuing their studies in cities. The second phase included comparing
adolescent school drop-out girls living in slum areas with the adolescent school drop-out boys living in
slum areas. In the third phase, adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities were compared with the
adolescent school drop-out girls living in slum areas. In the fourth phase, adolescent boys pursuing their
studies in cities were compared with adolescent school drop-out boys living in slum areas. The fifth
phase involved comparison of adolescents pursuing their studies in cities with the school drop-out
adolescents living in slum areas. It was reported that Adolescents pursuing their studies in cities had
significantly higher positive attitude as compared with the school drop-out adolescents living in slum
areas.
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1. Introduction

“An attitude is a mental and neutral state of readiness, exerting directive or dynamic influence
upon the individual’s response to all objects and situations with which it is related.” —Britt The
concept of attitude ‘is probably the most distinctive and indispensable concept in
contemporary American social psychology’ (Allport, 1954, p.43). This was admitted by
American social psychology of mid- 1950s and is still true for contemporary social psychology
(e.g., Eagly concept of attitude to denote “the sum total of a man’s inclinations and feelings,
prejudice about any specific topic”. It is a subjective and personal affair. Attitude underlie all
phases of human behaviour. Operationally, they involve an affective, a cognitive and a
behavioural component. The word “attitude” is derived from the Latin world “Aptus”. It has
on one hand the significance of fitness or connotes a subject or mental state of preparation for
action. According to Allport, “An attitude is a mental or neural set of readiness exerting
directive dynamic influence upon the individual’s response to all objects and situations with
which it is related” Adolescence is very important stage in the process of development. The
word adolescence has been originated from Latin word ‘adolescere’ that means ‘to grow to
maturity.” Thus it is a period of transition from childhood to maturity

2. Objectives of the study
The following objectives were laid down for the present study:
1. To study and compare the difference in attitude among Adolescent girls and boys pursuing
their studies in cities.
2. To study and compare the difference in attitude among adolescent school drop-out girls
and boys living in slum areas
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3. To study and compare the difference in attitude among
adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities and the
adolescent school drop-out girls living in slum areas.

4. To study and compare the difference in attitude among
adolescent boys pursuing their studies in cities and
adolescent school drop-out boys living in slum areas.

5. To study and compare the difference in attitude among
adolescents pursuing their studies in cities and the school
drop-out adolescents living in slum areas

3. Significance of the study

The present study may be significant because the results of this
study may provide a guide line to make efforts for the
promotion of Educational aspects for every child of the nation
by creating awareness among the individuals, parents, society
and government bodies that education is an inevitable factor
for having right attitude in life.

4. Method

The present research aimed to analyse and compare the
attitude of adolescents studying in cities with that of the
adolescents who were school dropouts and lived in slum areas.
The research was conducted in Chandigarh and Mohali. The
sample consisted of 100 adolescents between 15-23 years of
age. The sample was divided into four groups. The first group
included adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities, the
second group comprised of adolescent boys pursuing their
studies in cities. The third group included adolescent school
drop-out girls living in slum areas, and the fourth group
comprised of adolescent school drop-out boys living in slum
areas.

4.1 Participants

Total
Sample
50 GIRLS N=100 50 BOYS
J
Girls School Boys School
pursuing drop-out pursuing drop-out
their girls living their boys living
studies m in slum studies in 1n slum
cities areas cities areas
GC=125 GS=25 B-C=125 B-5S=15

4.2 Phases of the Study

The Groups were compared in five phases.

Phase I: In the first phase, Adolescent girls pursuing their
studies in cities were compared with the adolescent boys
pursuing their studies in cities.

Phase Il: The second phase included comparing adolescent
school drop-out girls living in slum areas with the adolescent
school drop-out boys living in slum areas

Phase II1: In the third phase, adolescent girls pursuing their
studies in cities were compared with the adolescent school
drop-out girls living in slum areas.

Phase 1V: In the fourth phase, adolescent boys pursuing their
studies in cities were compared with adolescent school drop-
out boys living in slum areas.

Phase V: In the fifth phase involved comparison of adolescents
pursuing their studies in cities with the school drop-out
adolescents living in slum areas

4.3 Actual administration of the test

The first step included sample selection and then, rapport was
formed with the subjects. The tool used in the study was T S
Sodhi’s Attitude Scale. The groups were compared in terms of
their attitude towards Teachers and Parents, Discipline, Life
and Humanity, Country and their attitude towards Religion. In
order to get the refined results, the study was divided into five
phases. The Standardized Test was given to the subjects after
giving them detailed instructions. For the subjects of groups
G-S and B-S, the statements were explained in Hindi/Punjabi
and every effort was made to clarify and explain any doubts
they had

4.4 Statistical Analysis

Once the data was obtained, it was coded, tabulated and
analyzed, keeping in mind the objectives of the study.
Appropriate statistical tools were used to draw meaningful
inferences. The statistical tools used in the present study are
given in Tablel

Table 1: Statistical tools used for analysis of data

S. Statistical Formula Purpose
No. tools
X =ZIX/N
where, To find out the average
1. Mean (x) X = Variable scores of variable used in
N = No. of the study.
sample
0=vZIxXx/N
Where
X = Deviation
Standard from actual To find out deviation from
2. Deviation mean the man scores of the
(S.D) X = mean. variables.
X = variable.
N = number of
samples.
S.E=0/n )
To find out the degree to
3 Set;arr;(:a:)r;i O\/\:/hse.r[e). which the mean is effected
mean (S.E) n= number of by the error of measurement
observations and sampling.
t=(x1-x2) /S
v
where
x1 = mean of 1%
%2 S:amsga of To compare the average
second sample score_of any two groups or
4 ‘4t test S = combine to find out whether the
SD mean of t_he two samples
nl= nLIJm'ber of | Vary significantly from each
observations in other.
1t sample.
n2 = number of
observations in
2" sample

5. Results and Discussion

Description of groups:-

G-C Adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities

B-C Adolescent boys pursuing their studies in cities

G-S Adolescent school drop-out girls living in slum areas

B-S Adolescent school drop-out boys living in slum areas
C-GB Adolescents (girls & boys) pursuing their studies in
cities

S-GB Adolescents (girls & boys) school drop-outs living in
slum areas
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Phase I: Adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities cities.
compared with the adolescent boys pursuing their studies in

Table 2: Mean, Standard deviation, standard error and t-values for Attitude of Groups G-C and B-C

S. No Areas Group | N | Mean | S.D | SEM | t-value | Level of significance

: G-C |25| 96 | 132 | 0.26
1 | Attitude towards teachers and Parents —a-=——>c T2 a1 162 | 0.32 42 0.01

. G-C | 25| 852 | 071 | 0.14
2 Attitude towards Discipline BC |25 664 186 1 037 4.7 0.01

3 Attitude towards Life and Humanity gg gg 1166428 1165087 00'33211 13.91 0.01

4 Attitude towards Country gg ;g 2(2)?1 1;51) 8;3 6.874 0.01

. - G-C | 25| 182 | 091 | 0.18
5 Attitude towards Religion BC 25 1008 | 21 0.42 17.45 0.01

20 oG-C
18 mB-C
16
14
12
& 10
g5 —
6 I
4
2
o] T T T T
Attitude towards Attitude towards Attitade towards Life Attitude towards Attitude towards
Teachers and Parents Discipline and Humanity Country Religion
Attitude
Fig.-1 Difference in the Mean of Attitude of G-C and B-C

It was reported that Adolescent girls pursuing their studies in ~ Phase Il Adolescent school drop-out girls living in slum areas
cities were having significantly high positive attitude towards =~ compared with the adolescent school drop-out boys living in
their Teachers and Parents, Discipline, Life and Humanity,  slum areas

Country and Religion as compared to the adolescent boys

pursuing their studies in cities.

Table 3: Mean, Standard deviation, standard error and t-values for Attitude of Groups G-S and B-S

S. No Areas Group | N | Mean | S.D | SEM | t-value | Level of significance

. G-S | 25| 54 | 189 0.37
1 Attitude towards teachers and Parents B.S |25 5 1441028 0.84 NS

. G-S |[25]| 54 |138] 0.27
2 Attitude towards Discipline BS 251 284 1106 021 1.60 NS

3 Attitude towards Life and Humanity (532 gg 88688 82‘71 8(1)5 0.458 NS

4 Attitude towards Country Sg gg ggg ii’g 822 0.76 NS

. - G-S [ 25| 9.16 | 0.98 | 0.19
5 Attitude towards Religion BS 1251 872 (067 013 1.837 0.10

10 ac-s
e mB-S
=3
rd
§ 5]
= 5 }
a
3
2
1
(8]
Attitude towards Attitude towards Atttuds towards Attitude towards Attitude towards
Teachers and Dyiscipline Life and Humanity Country Religion
Parents
Attitude
Fig.2 Difference in the Mean of Attitude of G-S and B-S
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While comparing adolescent school drop-out girls living in
slum areas with the adolescent school drop-out boys living in
slum areas, it was witnessed that the former group had more
positive attitude towards Teachers and Parents, Discipline,
Life and Humanity, Country and Religion that although the

difference was not significant except that towards Religion

Phase 111 Adolescent girls pursuing their studies in cities
compared with the adolescent school drop-out girls living in
slum areas

Table 4: Mean, Standard deviation, standard error and t-values for Attitude of Groups G-C and G-S

It was further revealed that adolescent girls pursuing their
studies in cities had significantly high positive attitude as
compared with the adolescent school drop-out girls living in
slum areas.

S. No Areas Group | N | Mean | S.D | SEM | t-value | Level of significance
. G-C | 25| 96 |132] 0.26
1 Attitude towards teachers and Parents Gs 251 54 189 037 9.09 0.01
. . G-C | 25| 852 [0.71] 0.14
2 Attitude towards Discipline Gs 251 54 1138 [ 027 10.01 0.01
. . . G-C | 25| 1648 | 158 | 0.31
3 Attitude towards Life and Humanity Gs 251 88 o621 012 22.44 0.01
. G-C | 25| 808 | 115] 0.23
4 Attitude towards Country Gs 25 356 | 144 028 12.22 0.01
. L G-C | 25| 182 | 0.91 ] 0.18
5 Attitude towards Religion Gs 251 916 1098 | 0.19 33.62 0.01
20
18 | mG-C
16 | | mG-S
14
12
& 10
= s —
o I
P
2 [ |
o Attitunde towards Attitude towards Attitude towards Life Attitnde towards Attitude towards
Teachers and Darcnts Disciplince and Humanity Country Rcligion
Attitude
Fig.-3 Difference in the Mean of Attitude of G-C and G-S

Phase IV Adolescent boys pursuing their studies in cities
compared with adolescent school drop-out boys living in slum
areas

Table 5: Mean, Standard deviation, standard error and t-values for Attitude of Groups B-C and B-S

S. No Areas Group | N | Mean | S.D | SEM | t-value | Level of significance
. B-C | 25| 784 | 162 | 0.32
1 Attitude towards teachers and Parents BS |25 5 144 [ 028 6.53 0.01
. T B-C | 25| 664 | 1.86 | 0.37
2 Attitude towards Discipline Bs |25 284 | 106 | 021 4.18 0.01
. . . B-C | 25| 10.2 | 1.607 | 0.321
3 Attitude towards Life and Humanity Bs |25 868 | 047 | 0.09 4,53 0.01
. B-C | 25| 524 | 171 | 0.34
4 Attitude towards Country BS (251 328 | 113 | 022 4.76 0.01
. . B-C | 25| 10.08 | 21 0.42
5 Attitude towards Religion BS (251 872 | 067 | 013 | 3029 0.01
= :
aB-C
10 mB-S
8
s © |
= Bl
PE e
2
o
A ttitude towards A ttitude towards Attitude towards Attitude towards Attitude towards
Teachers and Discipline Life and Humanity Countrsy Religion
Parents Attitude
Fig.-4 Difference in the Mean of Attitude of B-C and B-S
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It was reported that adolescent boys pursuing their studies in
cities were having statically highly significant positive attitude
in all aspects as compared with adolescent school drop-out
boys living in slum areas.

Phase V Adolescents pursuing their studies in cities with the
school drop-out adolescents living in slum areas

Table 6: Mean, Standard deviation, standard error and t-values for Attitude of Groups C-GB and S-GB

S. No Areas Group | N | Mean | S.D | SEM | t-value | Level of significance
. C-GB | 50| 872 | 171 | 0.24
1 Attitude towards teachers and Parents sGB |50 5o 167 | 023 10.37 0.01
. Lo C-GB | 50| 7.58 | 1.69 | 0.23
2 Attitude towards Discipline SGB (501 512 125 [ 017 8.25 0.01
. . . C-GB | 50 | 13.34 | 3.54 | 0.50
3 Attitude towards Life and Humanity soB 1501 874 1056 0079 9.06 0.01
. C-GB |50 | 6.66 | 2.03 | 0.28
4 Attitude towards Country soB 1501 342 129 [ 018 9.49 0.01
. - C-GB | 50| 1414 | 441 | 0.62
5 Attitude towards Religion sGB |50 894 10861 012 8.17 0.01
16 oc-GB
14 - | S-GB
12
= 10
=2 8
6 |
4
2 F
o . . .
A ttitude towards A ttitude towards Attitude towards Life A ttitude towards A ttitude towards
Teachers and Parents Driscipline and Humanity Country Religion
Attitude
Fig.S5 Difference in the Mean of Attitude of C-GB and S-GB

Adolescents pursuing their studies in cities had significantly
higher positive attitude as compared with the school drop-out
adolescents living in slum areas

6. Conclusion

As the groups were compared in terms of their attitude towards
Teachers and Parents, Discipline, Life and Humanity, Country
and their attitude towards Religion, it was found that
Adolescents pursuing their studies in cities had significantly
higher positive attitude as compared with the school drop-out
adolescents living in slum areas. It was thus concluded that
Education lays the foundation for over-all personality
development and positive attitude towards life and living.
Education ameliorates ones attitude towards life, making the
life worth living.
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